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Microsoft SharePoint Technologies

Unlocking the Power of Information Sharing

No matter the size of their organization, customers are looking for better, more efficient ways to share information within their organization and with outside key suppliers, partners, and clients.  Microsoft® SharePoint™ is a set of two new technologies from Microsoft that were developed to facilitate information sharing both within organizations and over the Internet, Microsoft SharePoint Portal Server 2001 and SharePoint Team Services.  The SharePoint Technologies were developed as a direct result of customer feedback and research into information sharing practices within organizations.  The research clearly demonstrated that no one solution could address the information sharing needs of an entire organization; small and ad hoc teams share information in very different ways than do large teams. 
	
	Team Services
	Portal Server

	Core Function
	Ad hoc information sharing
	Enterprise Search 

	Web site
	Team Web sites
(5-75  users)
	Portal Web sites
(75 + users)

	Search Capabilities
	Documents within team web site and sub webs
	Across multiple servers and data types

	Discussion &
Notifications
	· Discussions

· Notifications

· Surveys
	· Discussions

· Notifications

	Customization
	Browser-based,  FrontPage® 2002, and SDK
	Web Parts and SDK

	Document Management
	· Publishing
	· Check-in/out,

· Versioning

· Routing

· Publishing

	Client applications
	Browser, Office XP, FrontPage 2002
	Browser, Windows® Explorer, Office 2000 or Office XP

	Roles-based security
	Customizable roles:  Administrator, Advanced Author, Author, Contributor, and Browser 
	Administrator, Coordinator, Author, and Reader

	Storage
	SQL Server™
	Web Storage System

	Licensing
	Covered in base Windows Server licensing
	Server license and client access licenses


· Small or ad hoc workgroups need informal means to work together on group deliverables, share documents, and communicate status with one another.  These groups need to share information easily and effortlessly and SharePoint Team Services-based Web sites allow them to do that. 
· Large workgroups with structured processes need greater management over their information.  They require features like formal publishing processes and the ability to search for and aggregate content from multiple data stores and file formats.  For this scenario, SharePoint Portal Server 2001 is recommended.
When organization offer SharePoint Team Services and SharePoint Portal Server 2001, they can address the information-sharing challenges for both the large and small groups within their enterprise. Together, the SharePoint Technologies give users the ability to organize information, readily access that information, manage documents, and enable efficient collaboration—all in a familiar, browser-based and Microsoft Office-integrated environment. 

SharePoint Team Services

The smart solution for ad-hoc collaboration and information sharing 

The SharePoint Team Services technology gives users the ability to quickly create and contribute to team or project-focused Web sites from within their browser or Microsoft Office XP applications.  With SharePoint Team Services, teams can create a quick Web site for sharing information such as documents, calendars, announcements, and other postings. And, Web sites created with SharePoint Team Services are easy to customize and manage, even for those who have never created a Web site before. SharePoint Team Services will initially be included with the Microsoft FrontPage version 2002 Web site creation and management tool, and those versions of Office XP that contain FrontPage.  Microsoft plans to include the technology upcoming releases of the Windows® Server operating system and other Microsoft Products.

Microsoft SharePoint Portal Server 2001

The complete portal solution for content aggregation and document management

SharePoint Portal Server 2001 creates a portal web site that allows users to share documents and search for information across the organization and enterprise, including SharePoint Team Services-based Web sites—all within one extensible portal interface. And, SharePoint Portal Server includes robust document management features that allow companies to incorporate business processes into their portal solution.  SharePoint Portal Server 2001 is a stand alone server product and will be available in the first half of 2001.
End-to-end solution

Small workgroups often get by using a combination of e-mail, file servers, and their own hard drives to store and share information. This type of information sharing has become the status quo for team information-sharing because all members can participate easily and equally, but it does not create an organized record of a team’s efforts.  Using a SharePoint Team Services-based Web site gives teams an easy and informal way to centralize and share project or and team information with team members and other interested parties within the organization.  
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At an organization or business division level, however, information sharing requirements naturally become more sophisticated. Using SharePoint Portal Server 2001, organizations can aggregate content from across the orgranization into a portal Web site so that their users can find the information they need to make better business decisions, regardless of where the data resides.  This requires comprehensive search capabilities and the ability to manage large volumes of information across a great number of data stores.  Business units also need advanced document management, including structured publishing processes to ensure the information they are sharing is complete and up to date.

Together SharePoint Team Services and SharePoint Portal Server 2001can provide an end-to-end solution that addresses the information sharing needs for organizations of all sizes.  SharePoint Team Services enables an organization to provide a solution for workgroup information sharing that requires little in the way of IT support, while Microsoft SharePoint Portal Server allows enterprises to effectively aggregate corporate knowledge across file servers, databases, public folders, and Internet sites as well as SharePoint Team Services-based Web sites.

SharePoint Technologies Highlights

	SharePoint Team Services

The team web site solution that allows teams to create ad hoc work spaces to manage group activities, work together effectively, and advance on shared deliverables.

	Team web site template
	Out of the box, SharePoint Team Services creates fully functional, fully designed, and configured team web sites. 

	Browser-based authoring
	Team members with appropriate permissions can author to the Web site using their 4.0 level or higher browser.

	Pre-formatted team lists 
	Share team information in a structured and uniform way using built in lists such as events, announcements, discussions, and tasks.

	Document Libraries 
	Document libraries allow you to upload documents, assign templates to libraries, and custom properties to documents within libraries.

	Subscriptions and Notifications
	Subscribe to lists and document libraries and receive notification when changes meet the criteria you set.

	Document discussions 
	Team members can use the discussions feature to conduct inline discussions on documents and other web pages without affecting the source document.

	Surveys
	Get a sense of where your team stands on issues that affect them by creating a team survey. 

	Delegated administration
	Site owners and those with administrative privileges can set up user accounts for team Web sites through the browser.

	Three click installation
	SharePoint Team Services automatically sets up the software required to search (Index Server) team Web sites and store data (MSDE).  

	Roles-based memberships
	SharePoint team Web sites allow site owners to assign five different levels of permissions to team web sites and to even customize the permissions within those roles.

	Browser-based customization
	Members can customize existing lists using the browser to adding new properties to lists and document libraries, specify custom views, or creating entirely new lists and document libraries with unique properties.

	Office XP Integration
	Office XP integration gives users the ability to easily share information from their desktop to their team web site and vice versa.

	FrontPage version 2002 Integration
	FrontPage 2002 provides additional opportunities for advanced customization of SharePoint team Web sites.

	ISP/ASP Support
	SharePoint team Web Services is supported by Web Presence Providers for FrontPage.  


	Microsoft SharePoint Portal Server 2001

SharePoint Portal Server is the flexible portal solution that lets you easily find, share, and publish information.

	Enterprise Search Engine
	Best of breed enterprise includes probabilistic ranking algorithm to ensure accurate search results and adaptive crawling of content sources for up to date indexing.  Also includes ability to tag  "best bets” and profile documents for better discoverability.  Index file servers, web servers, Lotus Domino or Exchange Public Folders out of the box.

	Data Access and Indexing
	Crawl and search file and Web servers, Microsoft Exchange Server Public Folders, Lotus Notes servers, and remote servers for SharePoint Portal Server.

	Subscriptions
	Subscribe to a document, folder, category or search query so you are notified when changes are made, in the portal and optionally, by e-mail.

	Categories
	Classify content under a set of customer defined categories for better content management and discoverability. 

	Low-Latency Indexing
	Support manual and scheduled crawls, as well as adaptive and incremental crawling, to ensure that your search results contain all the most recent information.

	Search Extensibility
	Search protocol handler interfaces enable connection to custom data sources. Support custom content types through the IFilter interface. 

	Office 2000 , Office XP,  and Windows Integration
	A complete set of document management functionality is accessible directly from the Microsoft Office 2000 toolbar and Microsoft Windows Explorer. This helps users manage documents with familiar tools.

	Check-in and Check-out
	Enables optional enhanced Web folders so that documents can be reserved by individual users for updating.

	Document Versioning
	Document changes, including metadata such as keywords, are tracked and assigned different version numbers for auditing and rollback.

	Document Profiling
	This captures optional and required metadata about customer-defined document types.

	Security
	Using roles built on Microsoft Windows NT® security, SharePoint Portal Server ensures that only users with appropriate access can see a given document.

	Document Collaboration
	Use the Discussions feature in Office and Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) documents for inline, content review.

	Digital Dashboard Based Portal
	Digital dashboard-based UI is built on Internet and industry standards, such as XML and can be customized using Web Parts.  

	Enterprise System Integration
	Use pre-existing or build your own Web Parts to integrate existing enterprise systems into your corporate portal.  Pre-built Web Parts are available from Microsoft for a variety of Microsoft and third-party enterprise systems.  


Specifications
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Microsoft SharePoint Portal Server

To Set Up and Operate a SharePoint Portal Server you need:
· System with a minimum Pentium III-compatible processor. 

· Microsoft Windows 2000 Server or Microsoft Windows 2000 Advanced Server operating system, and Windows 2000 Service Pack 1 (SP1) or later. 

· Microsoft Internet Information Services (IIS) 5.0. 

· 256 megabytes (MB) of RAM minimum. 

· 550 MB of available hard disk space minimum. 

To Set Up and Operate Client Components of SharePoint Portal Server
· System with a Pentium-compatible 200-megahertz (MHz), or higher, processor. 

· Microsoft Internet Explorer 5.0, or later, and Microsoft Outlook® Express 5.01, or later, running on Microsoft Windows 98, Microsoft Windows NT version 4.0 with Service Pack 6a, Microsoft Windows Me, or Windows 2000 Professional, Windows 2000 Server, or Windows 2000 Advanced Server. 

· 64 MB of RAM minimum. 

· 30 MB of available hard disk space required on Windows 2000 systems. 50 MB of available hard disk space is required on all other systems. 

· Windows 2000 Professional, Windows 2000 Server, or Windows 2000 Advanced Server is required to use the SharePoint Portal Server administration functions. 

Note: Microsoft Office 2000 or later is required for the use of SharePoint Portal Server Office extensions. 

To Use SharePoint Portal Server Browser-Accessible Features
· Internet Explorer 4.01 or later, or Netscape Communicator 4.75, running on the Windows operating system. 

Other Requirements for SharePoint Portal Server Setup and Operation
· CD-ROM drive. 

· Network adapter card. 

· Keyboard. 

· VGA, Super VGA, or video graphics adapter—compatible with Windows 2000 Server or Windows 2000 Advanced Server. 
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SharePoint Team Services

To Set Up and Operate SharePoint Team Services you need:
· System with a minimum Pentium 200 MHz or higher processor

· Microsoft Windows 2000 Server or Microsoft Windows 2000 Advanced Server 

· Microsoft Internet Information Services 5.0

· 128 megabytes (MB) of RAM; your hard-disk usage will vary depending on configuration, 
· 70 MB of available hard-disk space for typical installation, custom choices may require more or less space; for planning purposes 
· 5 megabyte (MB) disk space for the combined web site and database for each newly provisioned web site (minimum)
· Microsoft Data Engine (MSDE) or Microsoft SQL Server 7.0 or later. If you do not have SQL Server installed on your server, MSDE is automatically installed when you install.
To Access SharePoint Team Services-based Web sites
· Internet Explorer 4.01 or later, or Netscape Communicator 4.75, running on the Windows operating system. 

Other Requirements for SharePoint Portal Server Setup and Operation
· CD-ROM drive. 

· Network adapter card. 

· Keyboard. 

· VGA, Super VGA, or video graphics adapter—compatible with Windows 2000 Server or Windows 2000 Advanced Server. 

SharePoint Team Services provides the means for small business and workgroup to easily share information in an informal manner. Larger organizations require a combination of informal and formal for sharing information and could meet those needs with a complete SharePoint-based solution.
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